
 
Our ref: WR25/28747; OUT25/5003 

 

14 January 2026 

 

 

Gold Coast City Council 

c/- Moffat & Nichol 

pprenzler@moffattnichol.com 

 

 

Dear Mr Prenzler 

 

Request for an exemption certificate 

 

The State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) received your request for an exemption 

certificate to be given for the development described below on 15 September 2025 and as 

amended on 19 December 2025. 

 

Under section 46(2) of the Planning Act 2016, SARA advises that an exemption certificate is given 

for the development described below. 

 

Applicant details 

Applicant name: Gold Coast City Council 

Applicant contact details: Moffat & Nichol 

pprenzler@moffattnichol.com 

 

Premises details 

Location: Canals maintained by Gold Coast City Council as identified 

within Attachment 1 

Local government area: Gold Coast City Council 

Relevant land owners: Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing, 

and Regional and Rural Development 

 

Development details 

Development permit for a material change of use for environmentally relevant activity 16(1)(c) – 

dredging in a year more than 100,000t but no more than 1,000,000t. 
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As described above in accordance with the following plan: 

Plan title 
Prepared 

by 

Drawing 

number 
Date 

Issue 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Key Map  

UAPM - 18 December 2025 - 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Central Operational Area A 

UAPM - 18 December 2025 - 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Central Operational Area B 

UAPM - 18 December 2025 - 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Central Operational Area C 

UAPM - 18 December 2025 - 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Northern Operational Area 

UAPM - 18 December 2025 - 

Canals Maintained by City of Gold 

Coast Southern Operational Area 

UAPM - 26 November 2025 - 

 

Referral agencies 

Not applicable.  

 

Assessable development  

This exemption certificate relates to the following provision of the Planning Regulation 2017: 

• Schedule 10, Part 5, Division 2, Section 8 - Environmentally relevant activities. 

 

Human rights consideration 

A consideration of the 23 fundamental human rights protected under the Human Rights Act 2019 

has been undertaken as part of this decision. It has been determined that the proposed works are 

reasonable and justifiable based on the circumstances of the works. Any limitation of human rights 

is temporary and there are no less restrictive ways to achieve the purpose of the works. 

 

Reasons for giving the exemption certificate  

This exemption certificate is given as the effects of the development would be minor or 

inconsequential, considering the circumstances under which the development was categorised as 

assessable development. 

 

When exemption certificate ceases to have effect 

Pursuant to section 46(8) of the Planning Act 2016, this exemption certificate has effect for  

two years. 
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For further information please contact Brianna Gosper, Senior Planning Officer, on  

(07) 5644 3272, or via email SEQSouthPlanning@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au who will be pleased to 

assist. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Kieran Hanna 

A/Director 

Planning Services 

Planning Group  

Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning  

 

Enc Attachment 1 – Material referred to in the exemption certificate 



Ormeau

Springbrook

Yatala

Pacific Pines

Advancetown

Tugun

Parkwood

Tallebudgera
Valley

Bilinga
Currumbin

Waters

Elanora

Guanaba

Coolangatta

Coombabah

Helensvale

Mermaid Beach

Wongawallan

Palm
Beach

Paradise
Point

Mount Nathan

Upper Coomera
Hope Island

Broadbeach

Broadbeach
Waters

Worongary

Numinbah
Valley

Willow Vale

Austinville

Maudsland

Burleigh
Heads

Clear
Island
Waters

Neranwood

Labrador

Miami

Reedy Creek

Ormeau Hills
Southern

Moreton Bay
Islands

Southport

South
Stradbroke

Surfers
Paradise

Burleigh
Waters

Molendinar

Currumbin
Valley

Gaven

Carrara

Norwell

Tallai

Luscombe

Ashmore

Biggera
Waters

Coomera

Bonogin

Oxenford

Hollywell

Highland Park

Mudgeeraba

Bundall

Arundel

Varsity
Lakes

Mermaid
WatersMerrimac

Runaway Bay

Robina

Tallebudgera

Main
Beach

Benowa

Currumbin

Cedar Creek

Clagiraba

Nerang

Pimpama

Gilston

Kingsholme

Lower
Beechmont

Jacobs Well

Northern
Operational

Area

Southern
Operational

Area

Central
Operational

Area A

Central
Operational

Area C

Central Operational
Area B

1,000 2,0000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canals Maintained by City of Gold Coast 
Key Map

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
18 Dec 2025
UAPM

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56
Canals



Mermaid Beach

Mermaid Beach

BroadbeachBroadbeach
Waters

Clear
Island
Waters

Southport

Surfers
Paradise

Carrara

Ashmore

Bundall

Mermaid
Waters

Merrimac

Robina

Main Beach

Benowa

Central
Operational

Area A

Central
Operational

Area C

Central
Operational

Area B

500 1,0000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canal Dredging 3 year Program
Central Operational Area B

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
18 Dec 2025
UAMP

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56Contract Areas
Contract Areas



Broadbeach

Broadbeach
Waters

Clear Island
Waters

Southport

Surfers
Paradise

Carrara

Ashmore

Bundall

Main Beach

Benowa

Central
Operational

Area A

Central
Operational

Area B

250 5000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canals Maintained by City of Gold Coast 
Central Operational Area A

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
18 Dec 2025
UAMP

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56
Canals



Mermaid Beach

BroadbeachBroadbeach
Waters

Clear
Island
Waters

Miami

Burleigh
Waters

Varsity
Lakes

Varsity
Lakes

Mermaid
Waters

Robina

Central
Operational

Area C

Central
Operational

Area B

250 5000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canals Maintained City by of Gold Coast 
Central Operational Area C

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
18 Dec 2025
UAMP

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56
Canals



Pacific Pines

Coombabah

Helensvale

Paradise
Point

Upper
Coomera

Hope Island

Labrador

Southern
Moreton Bay

Islands

South
Stradbroke

Gaven

Norwell

Biggera
Waters

Coomera

Oxenford

Hollywell

Arundel

Runaway Bay

Main Beach
Main Beach

Pimpama

Jacobs Well

500 1,0000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canals Maintained by City of Gold Coast 
Northern Operational Area

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
18 Dec 2025
UAMP

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56
Canals



Tugun

Currumbin
Waters

Elanora

Palm Beach

Burleigh
Heads

Burleigh
Waters

Currumbin
Valley

Tallebudgera

Tallebudgera

Tallebudgera

Currumbin

250 5000
Metres

 Disclaimer:  © Council of the City of Gold Coast, Queensland 2025 or © State of Queensland 2025. No warranty given in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability) and no liability accepted (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any
                       use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws.

Canals Maintained by City of Gold Coast 
Southern Operational Area

±

Service Call/Version:   

Produced By: 
Production Date:  

Canal Contracts
26 Nov 2025
UAPM

Projection: MGA94  Zone 56
Canals


